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IDIWATER Acceleration Programme Advances with 13
Applications and a Strong Focus on Digitalisation in the Water
Sector

In September 2025, the IDIWATER Acceleration Programme launched its open call, an initiative

designed to support disruptive ideas and innovative solutions within the water sector.

READ MORE

GRRES-ULPGC and EMALSA develop an
intelligent tool to anticipate water demand at
the Las Palmas III desalination plant

The Group for the Research on Renewable Energy Systems of the University

of Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, (GRRES-ULPGC), and EMALSA have developed

an artificial intelligence tool capable of anticipating daily water demand in the

operating environment of the Las Palmas III desalination plant.

READ MORE

The online course on desalination using
renewable energy, organized by the DESAL+
Living Lab Platform, concludes Its 24th edition

This edition, organized within the framework of the IDIWATER project by the

Technological Institute of the Canary Islands (ITC), included the participation

of technicians from all African countries covered by the project.

READ MORE

IDIWATER strengthens its actions in Africa
through participation in the Bridge to Africa
event and a technical meeting with third-country
partners

The IDIWATER project held a coordination and technical training meeting in

Gran Canaria with third-country partners, within the framework of its

participation in the Bridge to Africa event.

READ MORE

ITC receives the Juan de León y Castillo Award
for the DESALRO 2.0® project

The award recognizes the value of this applied R&D infrastructure, which has

positioned the Canary Islands as a global benchmark in desalination with the

lowest energy consumption ever recorded in a seawater desalination plant.

READ MORE

Research stay strengthens international
collaboration within the IDIWATER Project

A researcher from the INGEMAR group at the University of La Laguna, Prof.

Nicolás Marichal, carried out an academic research stay at the Department of

Computer Science of the Università degli Studi di Bari Aldo Moro from

February 23 to March 4, 2026.

READ MORE

A delegation from the Moroccan region of Souss
Massa visits the DESAL+ Living Lab facilities as
part of the signature of an agreement with the
ITC

A delegation led by Ibn Zohr University visited in April the facilities of the

Technological Institute of the Canary Islands (ITC) in Pozo Izquierdo, Gran

Canaria, as part of the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding between

both institutions.

READ MORE

ULL advances research on the use of desalinated
water in agriculture through actions in northern
Tenerife within the framework of IDIWATER

The University of La Laguna (ULL) plays a key role in the IDIWATER project

through its research on the effects of desalinated water on agricultural soils.

READ MORE

DESAL+ Living Lab Showcases the Canary
Islands’ Innovation and Technology Acceleration
Opportunities at the Global Water Summit 2026

Representatives of the DESAL+ Living Lab platform, the Canary Islands

Institute of Technology (ITC), and the Gran Canaria Economic Promotion

Society (SPEGC) participated in the 2026 Global Water Summit, one of the

most important international events in the water sector, held in Madrid on

May 18, 19, and 20.

READ MORE

ITC presents advances in turning desalination
brine into valuable resources in Singapore

The Canary Islands Institute of Technology (ITC) showcased at the Singapore

International Water Week (SIWW 2026) the capabilities it has developed in

brine valorization through the DESAL+ Living Lab.

READ MORE

DESAL+ Living Lab experts present advances to
improve the efficiency, sustainability and
circularity of the water industry at EDS EuroMed
2026

The Canary Islands Institute of Technology (ITC) showcased at the Singapore

International Water Week (SIWW 2026) the capabilities it has developed in

brine valorization through the DESAL+ Living Lab.

READ MORE

Empowering women in the water sector

Mercedes Fernández-Couto Gómez: “Water
must be treated as a strategic resource: essential
for the population, for the territory, and for the
economic development of the islands”

Mercedes Fernández-Couto Gómez has served as Managing Director of

EMALSA since 2012. Holding a degree in Law, she has developed her

professional career in the field of integrated water cycle management,

promoting innovation, sustainability, and the continuous improvement of

water supply and wastewater services in the Canary Islands.

READ MORE

EVENTS

Events promoted by DESAL+ LIVING LAB

21st Conference on Sustainable Development of Energy, Water and

Environment Systems (SDEWES)

PLACE:  Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, Spain

DATE: 30/08/2026 - 03/09/2026

I International Conference on Renewable Energy

PLACE:  El Hierro, Spain

DATE:  10/11/2026 - 13/11/2026

Upcoming related events

39th International Conference on Efficiency, Cost, Optimization, Simulation

and Environmental Impact of Energy Systems (ECOS)

PLACE:  Constanta, Romania

DATE: 28/06/2026- 03/07/2026

The 2nd Edition of International Symposium on Innovations in Solar

Desalination and Water Management (ISSD-WM 26)

PLACE:  Tangier, Morocco

DATE: 08/07/2026- 09/07/2026

World Energy Congress 2026 (WEC-2026)

PLACE:  Helsinki, Finland

DATE: 22/07/2026- 24/07/2026

The 12th World Sustainability Forum

PLACE:  Hong Kong, China

DATE: 21/08/2026 - 24/08/2026

International Congress on Separation and Purification Technology, ISPT

2026

PLACE:  Sitges, Spain

DATE: 06/09/2026 - 09/09/2026

IDRA World Congress 2026 Riyadh

PLACE: Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

DATE: 01/11/2026 - 05/11/2026

Recent Publications:

IDIWATER project

Carlos Matos, Ricardo Linares, Alejandro Romero-Filgueira, José A. Carta,
Pedro Cabrera. Enabling synergies among hydrogen, desalination, and
flywheel storage for sustainable island energy systems, Energy, 2026, pp.
141087.

Juan Ramón Rodríguez Alemán, Raquel Garrido León, Vanessa Millán
Gabet, Baltasar Peñate Suárez. Programa de Aceleración IDIWATER: una
oportunidad para impulsar la innovación de empresas e investigadores en el
sector del agua. TECNOAQUA, nº 78, marzo-abril 2026, pp. 102-105.

See here all the scientific publications generated within the framework of
the DESAL + Living Lab Platform and related projects:

https://www.desalinationlab.com/scientific-publications/
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