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Programme Objective

The IDIWATER Acceleration Programme is focused on
strengthening the competitiveness of startups, SMEs, and
scale-ups in the water sector within the MAC cooperation area.

Strategic Objectives

. Drive collaboration between companies and research
centres through shared use of public infrastructures.

. Promote technology through research and
innovation agreements.

. Promote the creation of technology-based startups and
spin-offs in the water sector.

. Generate qualified local employment in innovation.

. Increase technological validation in desalination, hydraulic
networks, decarbonisation, and wastewater/brine valorisation.

Geographical Scope

The call prioritises applications from or linked to: Canary
Islands, Ghana, Cape Verde, Mauritania, and Senegal.

+

. INSTITUTO an
TECNOLOGICO P$Y Gobierno
DE CANARIAS B9 deCanarias

IDI@ATEH

Thematic Areas

The programme accelerates solutions in four key areas:
. Water desalination and reclaimed water

. Hydraulic network management

. Infrastructure decarbonisation (Category A only - TRL
2-3)

. Liquid waste valorisation

Participation Categories

. Category A (TRL 2-3): Disruptive ideas with technological
maturity potential. Three-phase pathway (maturity,
mentoring, and pilot prototyping) focused on incubation
and early validation.

. Category B (TRL 5-6): Prototypes ready for validation and
scaling. Three-phase pathway (maturity, testing, and
commercial scaling) focused on experimental validation
and market acceleration.
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Eligible Support Types

Selected candidates will have access to:
. Specialised technical and regulatory training.

. Strategic consultancy on business models and intellectual
property.
. Prototype testing and validation in public infrastructures.

. Preferential access to test benches and scientific equipment.

Strategic Support Lines

. Incubation: Support for disruptive ideas and projects in
early or advanced stages.

. Specialised training: Water regulation, digitalisation,
project management, and business models.

. Acceleration: Mentoring, intellectual property advice, and
investor network connections.

. Shared infrastructures: Access to DESAL+ Living Lab and
IAT Bioasis Gran Canaria for testing and validation.
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Aid Characteristics

. Maximum of €22,000 per candidate/project.

. Exclusively provided as indirect support.

Legal Framework

The programme operates under Article 20 bis of Regulation
(EU) No 651/2014, which regulates indirect aid within territorial
cooperation.

Thanks to this legal basis, support is provided in the form of
training, consultancy, and access to research infrastructures
without the need to demonstrate an incentive effect.

Call Deadlines

. Opening: September 2025
. Closing: June 30, 2027

. Continuous evaluation, with batches periodically
submitted to the Committee of Experts.
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Coordination and Management

The programme is coordinated by the Sociedad de
Promocién Econémica de Gran Canaria (SPEGC) and the
Instituto Tecnoldgico de Canarias (ITC), with participation
from various committees ensuring transparency, technical
quality, and alignment with the European objectives of the
Interreg MAC Programme.

ABOUT THE IDIWATER PROJECT

This programme is an initiative of IDIWATER, a
strategic project co-financed at 85% by the
Interreg MAC 2021-2027 Programme, led by the Instituto
Tecnoldégico de Canarias (ITC). Its goal is to promote R&D&I
cooperation in the industrial water sector by integrating:

. Public centres and universities from the Canary Islands
and Africa.

. Leading companies in integrated water cycle
management.

. Public bodies with competencies in innovation and
economic development.
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The project is based on the DESAL+ Living Lab platform—
an international reference in desalination and associated
technologies—aimed at sharing resources, transferring
knowledge, and addressing common water cycle challenges in
Macaronesia and West Africa.

It also benefits from the collaboration of the BIOASIS High
Technology Incubator (IAT BIOASIS) in Gran Canaria,
specialised in Blue Biotechnology, Aquaculture, and Water
Technologies.
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